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Siding Facts and Misconceptions

Misconception #1  You should wait as long as possible before you reside your home. 

No. Your siding takes a beating everyday from wind, rain, harsh sun, pollution, and weather. The paint soon fades and dries up, and then it begins to crack. This exposes the untreated wood underneath to the harsh elements - slowly but surely damaging the delicate wood fibers until the siding begins to irreversibly rot. Next time you’re outside go ahead and take a look at your siding. How does it look? Faded, rough, weathered? As long as you're out there, how do the eaves and overhangs look? Your shutters, and trim?

Misconception #2  Repainting is just as good as residing.

No. Repainting can't help like it used to! Today's modern exterior paints must meet much stricter government environmental regulations than 10 years ago. Compounds like lead and mercury have been removed. Though this makes paint much safer for humans and the environment, Modern Paint Doesn't Last More Than 3 Or 4 Years, TOPS! Vinyl siding is the only permanent, cost efficient answer. 

Misconception #3  When Choosing a Siding Panel, The Thicker And Heavier The Vinyl Siding The Better.

NO! In general, a heavy, durable siding panel is important. However, the siding should be made from 100% virgin vinyl. Many times, in an effort to claim their siding "the thickest", manufacturers will add fillers and reground scraps to their panels. This is an unsound practice - the panel isn't as strong as it should be and the color isn't as consistent.

How to Get the Best Siding Job at the Best Price:

We all want to avoid overpriced, high-pressure retailers like the plague. But does that mean it's OK to choose your contractor based on the lowest price?          NO! This can be a big mistake!

Here's why: We've all heard the old adage you get what you pay for. Some contractors may try to "cut corners" to save a little money. Here’s what to look for:

1. A good contractor will use metal to start the first course of siding on a house. Some contractors use vinyl. This is not a sound practice. While vinyl makes an excellent siding material it is too flexible to provide a straight, sturdy starter.

2. A quality job will have 3/8" insulation board nailed to the wall before the new siding is installed. This board provides insulation and wind proofing as well as leveling the wall so that the new siding will lie flat and true. Some contractors will exaggerate the insulating value of this board; it has a minimal R Value of 1. If your walls are un-insulated, now is the time to have insulation blown-in to the walls to get a proper R-Value of 14. The job can be done for half the cost, since the new siding will hide all of the holes.

3. Many contractors won’t inspect and replace any existing rotten wood. They just cover over it. This is not good construction practice. Siding nails won’t "bite" into rotten wood. Loose nails mean your siding can blow off in a storm.

4. A good contractor will take the time to mark the walls around the entire house and start at the lowest elevation. This ensures that all courses of siding line up neatly and evenly to the eye. If a contractor skips this step, the house looks uneven and lopsided.

5. Instead of hand cutting, hand sizing, and hand nailing every piece of vinyl, some contractors, in a hurry to "get paid" use a nail gun. Though this is quicker, nail guns can drive nails into the wall too tightly. This may prevent the siding’s natural expansion and contraction. This can cause the siding to warp and buckle. Plus, often they’ll use cheap nails that rust. A few months later, long streaks of rust can mark up your otherwise clean walls.

6. Your contractor should finish around your windows and doors with special trim (called J Channel). This neatly finishes off the edge of the siding. Many contractors use caulking. Overtime, caulk can dry out, leaving an ugly gap.

7. Molding called "casings" and "sills" surrounds Windows and doors. A complete job will include covering these areas with custom bent aluminum coil, caulked with color-matched sealant and pin nailed with color matched aluminum nails. Some contractors will not trim these areas or worse, run the new siding over them (jumping the casings) to cut corners. If you are replacing your windows, do that work first so that the trim coil can be installed properly to shed water and doesn't have to be re-done with the siding. You don't want to pay for this work twice!

8. Light fixtures should be installed with specially fabricated mounting blocks. This prevents damage to the siding. Some contractors install outside light fixtures by cutting the siding with a utility knife; allowing air, moisture, and bugs to get behind the siding.

9. The edge of the roof (fascia) and overhangs (soffit) should be covered by siding too. Fascia is trimmed with coil like the window casings. Soffits are covered with a special type of vinyl siding that has holes that allow ventilation in the attic. A common way to "cut corners" is to put the vented soffit on without cutting holes in the overhang. Without the holes the vented soffit can't work, it just looks like it does. A good contractor will advise you about attic insulation and ventilation, and the need for additional roof or wall vents. Proper ventilation will extend the life of the roofing and framing.

10. Finally, a good contractor will leave your yard spic and span. Unfortunately, many contractors leave a job looking like a tropical monsoon just blew through.
